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Braintree Choral Society Mozart Requiem

St Peter's in the Fields Church November 2

FOR this 'come and sing" event, Braintree Choral Society welcomed additional singers to an afternoon rehearsal where the conductor, Stew​art Fraser, had little more than two hours to mould a coherent perform​ance of Mozart's Requiem.

His hard work paid off, and the audi​ence were treated to a powerful and polished performance of this choral masterwork.

A good full sound was achieved in the Introitus, followed by a sensitive tran​sition to the Kyrie, which were strong and vibrant. The solid and lyrical bass voice of Dennis Bowen established

the drama of the tuba mirum, comple​mented by the more urgent airiness of the tenor Paul Hazelgrove-Spurin. The mezzo-soprano Gina Fergione and the soprano Miriam Rodell were perfectly matched, adding dramatic urgency to the Recordare.

Some poor chorus entries in the Conf​utatis led to a temporary loss of pitch and diction. This was regained in the Lacrimosa, where the close harmonies were well-handled, leading to a forth​right, moving Amen.

The Ossana was sung with a jubilant air, accompanied by a distant flurry of fireworks. The Agnus dei was sung with great feeling, with a gradual build up of fugal tension until the dra​matic finale.
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David Hall provided the organ accom​paniment. His playing was never dom​inant and he complimented and sup​ported the singers throughout the performance. During the Benedictus he provided a rich orchestral sound that matched the perfect balance of the soloists. The overall effect was one of understatement, and this con​trasted with some of the more power​ful singing in the chorus.

It is not uncommon to encounter last minute changes when attending con​certs. With this event, there were three such changes. Not only was there an enforced change in venue, but the advertised organist and tenor were both unavailable.

So we have to thank the hero of the day, Braintree Choral Society concert secretary and chorus member, Sylvia Lester. Without her frantic activity, this concert would not have taken place.

Alas, the concert secretary had no power over the weather, and the per​sistent heavy rain kept much of the audience away.

The single work lasted no more than 50 minutes, but what we lacked in quantity we gained in quality and the small but appreciative audience left feeling very fulfilled.
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